
Middle School Playwriting Competition 
Tips

Image from: https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/22-rules-phenomenal-storytelling-pixar-craig-steward

Pixar’s 22 Rules for Phenomenal Storytelling

Read and see lots of plays
Write a little bit everyday
Read your play out loud to yourself
  Make sure you know your story and why you’re
telling it
Heighten the conflict as much as possible - you
can always edit it later!
Have a point of view
Create well-rounded, believable characters with
distinct personalities, motivations, and flaws.
Pay attention to how people speak and try to
replicate authentic dialogue. 
Every character should have a clear goal or
objective, and the conflicts should arise from their
pursuit of these goals.

Incorporate stage directions to enhance the visual
and emotional impact of a play.
Writing is rewriting. Refine your work, tighten
dialogue, and ensure the pacing is engaging.
Use actions, expressions, and gestures to convey
emotions and intentions rather than relying solely
on exposition.
Be open to new ideas and feedback. Sometimes,
unexpected suggestions can lead to
breakthroughs in their writing.
Embrace your unique voices and perspectives. 
Have fun! 


