
Middle School Playwriting Competition 
Formatting Guide

1
Include the page number In the upper right corner of the

page to help from pages getting lost.  
The title should be on the
first page only, centered Include your full name under the title

List your
characters at the
top of the play.

Stage Directions
are in parenthesis.

Put your character’s names in ALL CAPS in
the center of the line before their dialogue.

Make sure there is a space between the
dialogue and the next character’s name. 

Indent stage directions and put parentheses
around them. 

Formatting Resources
https://www.aate.com/assets/YPC/2019-20/YPC%2020%20Formatting%20Guide%202019-2020.pdf 
https://www.writopialab.org/programs/specialty-programs/worldwide-plays-festival/the-competition/standard-
playwriting-format

It’s History by Emily C. was a finalist in New York City Children’s Theater’s 2016-17 Middle
School Playwriting Competition. 

Here’s a look at how your play should be formatted.

https://www.aate.com/assets/YPC/2019-20/YPC%2020%20Formatting%20Guide%202019-2020.pdf
https://www.aate.com/assets/YPC/2019-20/YPC%2020%20Formatting%20Guide%202019-2020.pdf
https://www.writopialab.org/programs/specialty-programs/worldwide-plays-festival/the-competition/standard-playwriting-format

